Kids In Need National Network Of Resource Centers Meet To Exchange Best Practices

Providers of Free School Supplies to Students and Teachers Throughout the U.S. Hold Annual Summit

Just as children all over the nation are leaving thoughts of classwork and homework in the empty
halls of their schools for the summer, proprietors of nonprofit organizations dedicated to providing
children with free school supplies are meeting to discuss how they can reach more students and bet-
ter help children succeed in the classroom.

The Kids In Need Foundation serves as an omnibus for a national network of resource centers where
teachers from low income school districts can access free school supplies for their students. The
Foundation opened a dozen Kids In Need Resource Centers throughout the nation between 1997 and
2004. During the same time, community-minded individuals were opening their own free stores in a
number of different cities. In an effort to share best practices and simplify the process for others, the
Kids In Need Foundation formed the National Network. Now there are 23 centers in the network
serving 1.6 million children and distributing more than $100 million worth of school supplies annu-
ally.

On June 22, the founders, directors, staffs, and volunteers of the network centers and many inde-
pendent centers across the country will kick off this year’s Kids In Need National Network Summit
with a get acquainted dinner in Indianapolis, IN, hosted by Teachers’ Treasures, an affiliate of the
Kids In Need National Network. And for the next two days, they will convene to share ideas and
problem solving techniques that will promote growth in current centers and encourage the develop-
ment of new ones.

The list of Summit attendees each year includes several people who are thinking of starting resource
centers in their own communities.

“This is a great venue to find out how to be the most effective you can be for your community,” said
Tom Haggard, program manager of Crayons to Computers in Cincinnati, an affiliate of the Kids In
Need National Network, and chair of the Summit Planning Committee. “About a third of the people
attending the Summit started their centers more than a decade ago and have lots of experience that
make their ideas and suggestions worth sharing.”

In 2008, the Kids In Need Foundation provided $36 million worth of school supplies and office
products to the resource centers in the national network that were distributed by them to the students
and teachers they serve. The Foundation counts among its donors some of the nation’s leading
school supplies and office product manufacturers, such as Dixon Ticonderoga Company, MWV
(formerly MeadWestvaco), Zebra Pen Corporation, and 3M, among many others. Retailers such as
OfficeMax, Staples, Office Depot, Walmart, and Target also support the Foundation financially and
with product. Target is the national sponsor of the Kids In Need network of resource centers. The
Resource Centers also secure local donations from their respective communities.

“The centers cannot thrive without their local communities’ involvement,” said Jennifer Lehman,
director of donor relations and gift-in-kind for the Foundation. “Kids In Need can be the conduit of
information, product, and other resources, but it is the enthusiasm and hard work of people in the
community that open the doors and see that the teachers and students get the supplies they need. We
hope the Summit helps the centers tap into those local resources that are so vital to their success.”
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To all companies and individuals who have made financial, product, and
in-kind donations in 2009: You have brightened the future for the
1.6 million children served by the Kids In Need Foundation.
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Check out www.kidsinneed.net for this month’s feature donor, MWV (MeadWestvaco).
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Dave Smith, Executive Director

To receive your Kids In Need Connection by E-mail,
contact Jen Lehman at jenl@kidsinneed.net
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In 2008, product donations to the Kids In Need Foundation saved more than 6200 pallets from landfills and
placed them into the hands of economically disadvantaged students across the country. To find out how
you can help kids succeed while increasing your environmental stewardship, contact Jennifer Lehman at
937-296-1230 x 305 or jenl@kidsinneed.net.
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